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HOW TO COLLECT PUZZLE BOOKS
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Collecting puzzle books is the mo st inte re sting hobby I can think of.
It beats collecting old Buddy. Greco records and sure licks stamps. I
wish I could say it I s the faste st- growing pastime in America. but it
isn't. In truth, I doubt there are more than a dozen of us in the field.
What a shame there aren 1 t mor~.
Our tiny number is what makes collecting puzzle books such an inex
pensive hobby. Small demand means low price s. Rare book deale r s
have no idea of the feelings that stir in my chest when I see a long
sought puzzle book from, say, the early part of this century. In a shop
in Pasadena once I found a rare volume, Clarke I s Unscra.mble r, that
unscrambles any eight, nine, or ten letter word for you from the Mer
riam- Webster Pocket Dictionary. Quickly I asked myself -- $ 5, $ 10,
how much would I pay for this? Inside the book was the penciled price -
50 cents.
The key to inexpensive collecting, I think, is never to let on your
real interest in the book. When I found Carolyn Wells' A Book of Char
ades (1927) , I feigned I was buying it on impulse for my mother, and got
away for a quarter. When I found the 'I Nuts to Crack" puzzle column in
a set of Youth I s Companions from 1900 -01 moldering in the basement of
a used book store, I tried to control my racing pulse as I took them up
stairs to the clerk. $ 3 for the lot, he said. There was puzzle history
in my hands.
Anothe r key to collecting, I have decided, is to look poo r. When
ever I go book-hunting I wear cheap clothes; no one would dream I have
much money, and they' d be right.
Why collect? Collecting puzzle books gets you acquainted with the
world's great puzzle literature. Do you know what was America's
most popular puzzle before the cro s sword (invented in 19l3)? It was
the versified charade. Solve the puzzles in William Bellamy r s famed
Century of Charades (1894) and you III see the work of a rnaste r puzzler
which holds up surprisingly well even today.
Understanding what puzzles were popular in the past, and why, helps
you gue s s what puzzles will be popular today and in the future. The re
bus puzzles of 1937, detailed in Picture-Puzzles and How to Solve Them,
II d say are due for a comeback.
Old puzzle s also give you ideit's for new ones.

In a column in Frank
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Leslie's Boy's and Girl's Weekly from the l870s, I found a puzzle
called II Comparisons \1. The word FEE was compared FEE/ FEA R/
FEAST, and EYE went EYE/IRE/ICED. I thought of ON/HONOR/
HONEST and turned it into a puzzle for my next book.
Book collecting, though, is really an end in itself, a hobby that is
as satisfying as puzzles themselves. If there is a joy equal to receiv
ing Volume 1, Number 1 of The Ardmore Puzzler (May 6, 1899), I
would be hard-pressed to name it,
Where can you go to collect? A good friend and puzzler from North
Dakota swear s that all the good, rare puzzle books are on the East
Coast where I live. This is untrue.
The key, of COur se, is knowing whe re to look. A good start is at
li brary, hospital, and school fair s in your horne town, whe reve r books
are sold second-hand. My first hardback puzzle book was Arthur Hirsch
berg's Can You Solve It? (1926), purchased at a hospital fair in Indiana
for ten cents. It's a rare book sale that doesn't have something of in
terest.
Garage and rummage sale s are a second possibility, although you III
have to hunt through untold numbers of Reader' s Digest condensed
books, The few gems you'll find make it almost wo rthwhile. Last
week at a garage sale, looking for a bookcase, I opened the drawe r of
a bureau and found a puzzle page cut from an 1874 rural magazine. My
day was rna de.
The be st place to find old puzzle books is used and rare book shops,
and this is where those of us in the New York metropolitan area have
an edge. The number of such stores here is staggering. Whe rever
you live, look in the yellow pages of cities near you, under II Books
Used and Rare'l and you' re sure to find several stores listed.
Ambitious book hunters like to attend book fairs which appear every
ye ar or two in most large dUe s and many smaller one s. Keep a watch
ful eye in the newspaper for ads, or read the AB Bookman, available in
most libraries. Prices, you can bet, are not ten cents or twenty-five
cents. In New York this spring I bought The Cryptogram Book ( 1928) ,
co-edited by Margaret Farrar, for $ 15, and for $ 25 I bought Gadsby,
the 50, OOO-word novel that does not contain the letter E, A first edition
of Lewis Carroll' s The Game of Logic, going for $ 250) I had to pass.
What should you look for? Say you go into a rare book shop. Don' t
ask if they have any puzzle books (they usually say no) and leave.
Know where puzzle s are likely to be hiding and fer ret them out.
The obvious place too look is the puzzle and game section, if there
is one. Next, look in \, Humor II • That's where I found J.A. H. Hun
ter IS Fun with Figure s (1956), a book of mathematical puzzle s.
What l s funny about it I still haven ' t figured out.
A surprising number of puzzle books are placed in the reference
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section. Look in 11 Mathematics'l for ITlath puzzle books, II Poetry" for
charades and enigITlas, II Children 1 s 11 for children 1 s puzzles, and 11 Per
iodicals '1 for old magazines with puzzle coluITlns. In fact, it is ITly
opinion that puzzle bJoks can be found in any section of a store. I
found BorgITlann' s Language on Vacation in 11 Language 11 , Morgan Wor
thy's Aha! A Puzzle Approach to Creative Thinking in II Psychol ogy ' l ,
and a book of anaITlorphic art puzzles in 11 Art". Learn to .nose
around.
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Are you convinced? Collecting puzzle books really is the ITlost inte r
e sting hobby, a natural extension of our interest in words and ITlental re
creations. Know whe re to look and what to look for, feign disintere st,
and dress poor -~ a sure-fire cOITlbination for successful collecting.
And reITlembe r, even if you don· t collect, hang on to what you I ve
got. Today' s throwaway will be tOITlorrow' s rare delight for SOITleone
like ITle.

P. A. D ' ARTAGNAN UMSLOPAGAAS DYNAMITE MACAULAY?

Nearly everybody has a couple of exaITlple s of strange- but- real
personal naITles; the ITlother of one of ITly boyhood friends was
naITled Vir ginia HaITl, and ITly daught.e r ' s ITlothe r - in-Ia w is
Gloria Day (a near-hoITlophone of 11 gloria Dei'I). John Train,
aided by a correspondence network, has for several decades re
corded such naITle s; the book ReITlarkable NaITles of Real Peo
ple (Clarkson Potter, New York, 1977; $ 4. 95) contains 150
exaITlples, presuITlably the creaITl of his collection. SOITle ex
hibit aITlusing contradictions, like MAJOR MINOR and JOHN
SENIOR, JUNIOR; others are alliterative, like LARRY DER
RYBERRY; others are suggestive, like OPHELIA LEGG and
MARY LOUISE PANTZAROFF.
The author claiITls that every naITle cited was 11 verified as care
fully as tiITle (and funds 1) will perITlit". Unfortunately, little
evidence is given in the book; usually a city-and- state address
is given, and sOITletime s a COITlITlent is ITlade that the naITle was
obtained from such secondary sources as Dunkling 1 s First
NaITles First, Mencken l s The AITlerican Language, and vari
ous newspaper s. Like UFOs, parapsychology, and extreITle
longevity, unusual-naITle claiITls require ITleticulous re sear ch
to winnow fact froITl fiction (or outright fraud): doe s the pe r
son really exist? if he does, does he use this naITle in his ordi
nary affairs? was the naITle invented by hiITl, or does it have a
faITlilial history going back a gene ration 0 r ITlore?
Fact or fiction, the book is undeniably aITlUS ing.

